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the old nonentity, Goremykin, who had been in office as Prime
Minister since before the war, had at last been allowed to resign.
The Liberal Ministers in the Cabinet had long wanted him to go,
but the Empress had refused. She had no suitable successor to
propose and to replace him by a progressive was unthinkable. Now
a successor had been found and it was none other than my com-
panion of the Villa Rode, Stuermer, late German subject, defender
of the autocracy, and Rasputin's tool. This was Rasputin's answer
to Polivanoff. If the Ministers would not listen to his dictation from
outside the Cabinet the Rasputin whip would be cracked at them
from inside. One month after his appointment as Prime Minister
Stuermer had also become Minister of the Interior in the room of
HvostofF, dismissed. In the following month Polivanoff was struck
down. Stuermer had not quite the effrontery to take over the
War Office, but an old dotard general, Shuvaieff, got the appoint-
ment, which was every bit as bad. The next to go was Sazonoff,
Foreign Minister, and friend of the Allies from the beginning, and
Stuermer, German and pro-German, combined that important
office with the two he already held. The Empress and Rasputin
were now undisputed masters of the field. As for the Tsar, he had
ceased to exist.
In all this excitement I hung on gamely to the position chance
had created for me on the remote outskirts of the Rasputin cabal,
I had managed to become fairly friendly with Manouiloff, and
Manouiloff had become Stuermer's private secretary and a man of
great power. For the first time in his life he was in a position to see
his dreams of money fulfilled. It was not merely for his information
that the millionaires and the concession-hunters entertained him
now. They had to court his favour in order to be allowed to live.
The great source of profit for all of them was the war, and the
decision as to who was to make the profits out of the war rested
now with the triumvirate, Rasputin, Stuermer, and Manouiloff,
and the decision inevitably went to the profiteer who was willing
to buy his privilege at the highest price. Rasputin had no longer
need to rob the treasury through people like Bratolyouboff. He could
sell the right to rob it to others and he did. I listened to all the gossip
I ^could hear and sent in my reports. And at long last I made a
discovery which set Rak on the track of the evidence of Rasputin's
trafficking with the Germans which he desired and for which I
had been planted in the camp.
It was during the period of General Brusiloff's successful offensive
in 1916, when the Germans were seriously afraid that the Russian
steam-roller was really beginning to roll. An attempt had already
been made to stem the advance by getting rid of Brusiloff himself.